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The Three Rs in פרשת שמיני
Respect

Responsibility

Aharon kept quiet when his sons died.

We have a responsibility to eat only Kosher birds.

Eliezer Dovid Baldinger (6), Yoni Eichhorn (8), Menachem Gruen (8),
Dovid Haas (8), Eli Kamensky (8), Tzvi Karp (8), Yehuda Lichstein (8),
Sammy Mause (8), Yaakov Stamm (8)

Ruach

Abe
Yoni Eichhorn (8), Gavriel Gold (8),
DovidAttar
Haas (8), Tzvi Karp (8),
Yehuda Lichstein (8), Sammy Mause (8),Pre1a
Avraham Yaakov Schuster (8),
Avi Zisman (8)

חג כשר
ושמח

They were excited about the inauguration of
the mishkan.

Menachem Goldstein (1), Gavriel Chaim Gold (8), Eli Kamensky (8),
Azriel Laster (8), Yehuda Lichstein (8), Sammy Mause (8),
Avraham Yaakov Schuster (8), Avi Zisman (8)

How Can I Follow the
Example in the Parsha?

We can accept what Hashem does and not complain even if
it’s hard, like Aharon did.
Menachem Goldstein (1), Eli Kamensky (8)

Last Week’s Winners

Yitzchok Meir Richmond (2), Tzvi Karp (8), Rafi Perry (8), Avi Zisman (8)

Rabbi Zev Leff, Rav of Moshav Matityahu, visits Yeshivas Ohr Reuven,
where his grandson, Dovie Leff, is a talmid.
Rabbi Weissman, Second Grade

Studying ecosystems in the natural environment.
Ms. Paretzky, Eighth Grade

Eiruv Trip with the Rosh Hayeshiva
Rabbi Prupas, Seventh Grade

Enjoying a beautiful day!
Rabbi Peikes, Eighth Grade

Demonstrating how the Kruvim stood.
Rabbi Lowy, Fourth Grade

5 Pinchas Joseph, Shimon
Greenspan 6 Bentzi Weiss 8
Azriel Laster
Mazel Tov
Mr. and Mrs. Berman, Moshe (3), on
their son/brother, Yehuda’s (7) Bar
Mitzvah
Yosef Isaacson (7) on his Bar Mitzvah

A Peek Into Yeshiva Ketana's Upcoming Events

Wed. - Sun. April 17th - 28th~Pesach Break
Friday, May 10th ~ Torah Umesorah Convention
K-8 No Sessions, Mesivta Regular Sessions

Schedule 2019-2020
Wednesday, September, 4th -

First day of Yeshiva for grades 1-8, Preschool Orientation

Friday, Dec. 27th - Monday, Dec. 30th~
Chanuka Vacation

Friday, January 31st - Tues. Feb. 4th~
Mid-Winter Break
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A Good Moed
A number of months ago, I wrote a piece on parasha Mikeitz on the theme of why be visible. In that piece
I discussed the advice that Yaakov had given his sons prior to their descent to mitzrayim for food. His
succinct advice – “lamah tisra’u”, “Why be visible?” In that pithy comment Yaakov avinu captured a truism
of Jewish history. Visibility is never good for the Jews. We have always done well when we keep a low
profile, not as well when we don’t.
There are, however, times where by force of circumstance, we find ourselves quite visible and on display
for the world at large, and it is at those times that we must be extra-vigilant. Chol Hamoed is one such
time.
Chol Hamoed and the bevy of activities that we avail ourselves of to entertain ourselves and our families
create multiple points of intersection between the Orthodox Jewish world and the broader society. Those
interactions do not always paint us in the best light, and, in doing so, endanger our mission and our place
in the broader society. We often loosely use the term chilul Hashem to describe those negative interactions
and conversely the term Kiddush Hashem to describe those that are positive. That sometimes leads people
to debate the finer points of the halachic intricacies of chillul and Kiddush Hashem as laid out in the
gemara in Sanhedrin, distracting them from the point.
I would suggest that there are three overarching considerations that should color all of our interactions
with the broader community as we embark on our varied Chol Hamoed trips.
The first is our broader mission in the world. Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch writes extensively of the
purpose and goal of the galus, in part, as a means for us to spread the light of Torah values to the broader
society. We are to be an Ohr LaGoyim, a light unto the nations, setting the example for morality, propriety,
decency, and respect for them to follow. Our public behavior needs to always meet the standard of being
worthy of emulation. When we fall short of that standard, we have failed in our mission, and have brought
darkness instead of light into the world. As the gemara tells us in Yoma, she’tihei shem Shamayim
mis’aheiv al yadecha, we must cause, by our actions, the Name of Heaven to be beloved in the world. If
people don’t point to us, to our children and our families and say “Fortunate are those parents who raised
their children in Torah values”, then we have failed to live up to the mandate of the gemara.
The second point is what is often our failure to display and to act with true concern for the welfare of
others. We are commanded to have compassion for all living things, and to act upon that compassion.
That compassion extends to all human beings. The Neztiv of Volozhin, in his introduction to the Ha’amek
Davar to Bereishis, points out the genuine concern and compassion that Avraham displays for all human
beings, even the amoral residents of the city of S’dom. That concern displayed by the avos for all of
mankind is what earns sefer Bereishis the title of sefer HaYashar in the eyes of Chaza”l. We sometimes
fail to display and possibly even fail to feel compassion for others. We are in a rush to get ahead in line,
to reach our destination, and to get our needs met and we sometimes don’t display the necessary
compassion for our fellow travelers or our service providers. That too is a failure on our part should it
happen.
The third point is more pragmatic and transactional in its nature, but no less important. This past Friday,
I had a conversation with the daughter of a Holocaust survivor who related the following story: Her father
had been the last in a long line of shochtim in a small town in Germany. After the Nazis passed antishechita laws, he risked his life to continue providing kosher meat to the community. One night, at
midnight there was a knock on his door. A local town policeman informed him that he had overheard that

the Nazis were going to arrest him the next day and ship him off to a concentration camp. He quickly
packed whatever he could and escaped in the dead of night. I asked the daughter why she thought the
German police officer had risked his own safety to save her father. She responded that the German police
officer had been a classmate of her father’s in school and her father had been nice to him. Now he wanted
to repay her father’s kindness.
It is not the first nor second time I have heard a similar story. The fact is that the vast majority of the nonJewish world will ultimately draw their conclusions about Jews based on their own personal interactions
and experiences with Jews. If they see Jews as kind, caring, considerate and compassionate, they are
likely to harbor that image for life. If they see selfishness, rudeness and indifference, they will carry that
impression as well.
Many years ago, Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l was sitting in a doctor’s waiting room. In the waiting room
was a five-year old non-Jewish child. Reb Yaakov spent the time in the waiting room playing with the child,
rolling a ball back and forth. When asked why he saw fit to spend his time playing with the child rather
than immersed in a sefer, Rav Yaakov explained that he wanted to make sure that the child would grow
up with a favorable impression of an elderly Jew with a beard.
When we interact with the broader world, we are investing in the future of the Jewish people in this
country. If we leave a favorable impression of Jews, we lay the groundwork for future security and peace
for the Jewish people. I leave the converse unsaid.
How do we apply these principles in practice as we engage the world on chol Hamoed? Some simple
suggestions:
Whatever activity you are engaged in, learn and follow the rules of engagement, and stay in bounds. You,
or your children may find it amusing to bowl any way you please or to play mini-golf or drive go-karts
against the usual practice. Don’t.
Do show genuine care and concern for other people and their children. Befriend and be kind to those
whom you encounter. Be kind and courteous to the service providers who help you. Tip generously, but
not ostentatiously. The idea isn’t to flaunt your wealth, but to share your blessings with those around you.
Don’t litter. Pick up after yourselves and be neat and careful. Even if others are doing it, your yarmulke or
sheitel holds you to a higher standard. Keep your children close and watch them carefully. Treat them
with respect and insist that they treat all with respect as well.
Talk to your Uber drivers and the bus drivers. Learn their names and use them. Always be kind, polite,
considerate and aboveboard, and if you’re ever asked why you are so kind and considerate, tell them your
religion demands it!

A Chag Kasher V’Sameach

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb

