
9EDUCATION TODAY

As the new school year gets underway, 
parents should be aware that successful 
classroom learning often requires 
integrating di�erent types of learning 
styles, referred to as modalities. One 
excellent example of this cutting-edge, 
highly impactful learning is the Station 
Rotation curriculum implemented across 
the grades in Jewish studies at Yeshiva 
Ketana Ohr Reuven.  

The program was discovered by Rabbi 
Benzion Brodie, Principal at Yeshivas 
Ohr Reuven, who immediately 
recognized its value.  Under the 
guidance and expertise of Rabbi Dr. 
Scott Goldberg of Goldberg Consulting, 
the Yeshiva learned the ropes of what 
Station Rotation entails. 

REACHING EVERY STUDENT

The current educational reality has 
fewer students falling into the “in the 
box” learning style.  Teachers are 
challenged to reach large classes filled 
with students on many different 
learning levels with varied strengths 
and weaknesses.  The concept of ‘teach 
to the middle’ is often simply not good 
enough.

WITH STATION
ROTATION

More mileage for minutes
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Then she talks specifics:
•Praise wisely: Rather than 
focusing praise on the 
outcome only, praise the 
process that kids engage in 
including, e�ort, focus, 
strategies and perseverance.

•Teach the power of e�ort: 
Teach kids that the more they 
push out of their comfort 
zone; the more their neurons 
form new and stronger 
connections; over time they 
can get smarter.
Incredibly, these thought 
processes have proven to 
have the power to change 
test scores from the lowest to 
the highest.  E�ort and 
di�culty were transformed 
from “I’m dumb” to “I’m going 
to keep trying because I am 
not there yet”.

Dr. Goldberg states, “This multiple 
modality method of learning 
means that we are meeting more 
needs of more students more of 
the time.  At the same time, we are 
maximizing the role of the teacher 
who then has the ability to actively 
engage small groups of students 
in highly impactful learning.”

Rabbi Binyamin Plotzker, teacher 
and Director of Teaching and 
Learning, is extremely enthusiastic 
about the new program, having 
seen excellent results with his own 
6th grade students.  “There are 
many challenges in a classroom 
which are addressed by including 
station rotation.  Standard ‘behind 
the desk’ learning translates to 
students sitting for extended 
periods of time, which promotes 
restless behavior and often a lack 
of engagement in the lessons.”  
Students learn on di�erent levels, 
with some mastering the material 
quickly, while others require the 
material to be reviewed more 
slowly and more often. 
Additionally, in a standard 
classroom of twenty-five students, 

HOW
DOES
IT WORK?
Station rotation is center-based 
learning, combined with 
di�erentiated learning.  In the 6th 
grade for example, one station has 
the boys sitting surrounding the 
teacher’s desk, with learning 
taking place at that group’s level.  
At the same time, another group is 
working on a specialized 
worksheet, again at their level, 
while a third group is sitting at a 
group of computers each watching 
a PowerPoint video highlighting 
textual punctuation, vocabulary 
and lesson explanation, advancing 
through the video at their own 
pace.

These activities continue for 
fifteen minutes and then each 
group stands up and shifts to the 
next activity.  “Within a 
forty-five-minute span, all the boys 
have completed all of the 
activities, with three short breaks 
that allow them to get up and 
move around.”

the quieter or less academic 
student can get ‘lost in the crowd’.

The beauty of the station rotation 
system, explains Rabbi Plotzker, is 
that every student is engaged all 
the time.  There is ongoing 
di�erentiated learning taking place 
in small groups with varied 
activities.  “As a result, we are 
observing that the boys are 
exposed to more material every 
day. They are focused throughout 
the entire lesson, challenged at 
their individual level, and feel 
successful at the end of the class.” 
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As they planned the curriculum, 
Rabbi Plotzker and Rabbi 
Raphael Vilinsky, Assistant 
Principal, asked themselves what 
their core goals were for the 
lesson. With that in mind they 
created the templates for the 
di�erent stations.   

“I found that when teaching 
punctuation and vocabulary, 
there were students who could 
not keep up the pace”, explains 
Rabbi Plotzker.  ‘Rabbi, I’m not 
ready’ or ‘Rabbi can you go over 
that’ meant that a lot of repetition 
was taking place. I was spending 
time with students repeating 
information that they didn’t really 
need me for.”  Now the individual 
computers with the punctuation 
review at each student’s pace 
take the place of those ‘frontal 
teaching’ sessions, freeing up 
Rabbi Plotzker for impactful 
teaching interactions with smaller 
groups.

Station rotation does not take the 
place of traditional learning, 
rather it enhances it.  The system 
can be included in curriculum as 
often as the teacher deems fit 
and the students look forward to 
the diversity it brings to the 
classroom.
 
Of course, behavioral 
expectations and a system of 
accountability need to be in 
place. Extra preparation can be 
necessary on the part of the 
Rebbe, but once the 
supplemental materials have 
been created, they can be 

reused from year to year.   
At the end of the day, the 
impact far outweighs the 
e�ort, according to Rabbi 
Plotzker.  “I have definitely 
found that Station Rotation 
is making a di�erence.  
The boys are enthusiastic 
and on target with their 
learning and I’m getting 
more mileage for my 
minutes in the classroom.”
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Students receive direct instruction
in small groups

Activities are catered to individual abilities, 
resulting in enrichment and remedial 
activities for each student at his/her level

Students are kept occupied with short-term 
engaging activities, increasing students’ 
ability to focus throughout the lesson

Restlessness is decreased as students 
have the opportunity to get up and move
as they go from station to station


