R E U V E N

REVIEW
YOUR WINDOW INTO THE WORLD OF YESHIVA KETANA OHR REUVEN

Vol. 8 Issue #17

UPCOMING EVENTS

January 22, 2021

4:43 PM

`"tyz hay h

`a zyxt

Friday-Tuesday
January 22-26, 2021
No sessions
Winter break
Wednesday,
January 27, 2021
Sessions resume
Sunday,
February 7, 2021
Hascholas Gemara
Monday,
February 15, 2021
No transportation
Early dismissal K-P @12
1st-8th @1

Rabbi Purpas and his 7th grade talmidim were zoche to finish the whole Perek
Hakones! To top it off, our Rosh Yeshiva dropped by for a surprise visit to say mazal
tov!

Tuesday,
February 16, 2021
Carnival Day
regular ER & NR
transportation,
No SC transportation

IMPORTANT NOTES
In case of inclement weather, the
Yeshiva will send out an email and
text. You can also call the Yeshivas
message lines.
Yeshiva Ketana message line:
845.362.8362, x 199. Mesivta
message line: 845.362.8362, x 198

Rabbi Peikes’s 8th grade siyum on maseches kesubos by the pre-shacharis
mishnayos chaburah!
259 Grandview Avenue Suffern, NY 10901
845.362.8362
www.ohrreuven.com
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From Kindergarten to Kollel and Beyond!

Rabbi Weissman’s 2nd grade talmidim dancing upon
completing Parshas Vayera!

Miss Giordano’s 2nd graders working so hard during
testing day!
PLEASE SHARE WITH US! Please email any Mazel Tov
information to reuvenreview@ohrreuven.com!

Mazel tov to Rabbi Biller’s 3rd grade talmidim upon the
completion of parshas vayeshev!

MAZEL TOV!
Mazel tov to Rabbi Biler’s 3rd grade talmidim upon the
completion of parshas vayeshev!

Mazel tov to Rabbi Purpas and his 7th grade talmidim
upon finishing the whole perek hakones!
Mazel tov to Rabbi Weissman’s 2nd grade talmidim upon
completing parshas vayera!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
8th grade talmidim spent shabbos at Rabbi Peikes’s
house!

Moshe Dovid Rothman, kindergarten
Daniel Friedman, Pre1-A
Shlomo Eichler, 6th grade
Yehuda Gottlieb, 6th grade
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Do not Say Cheese
:v²b¨©v h¥J§s¨jk ofk tUv iIJt¦r oh¦J¨s¢j Jt«r ofk v®Z©v J¤sj©v
This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of the year for you.
v®zF Ik r©n¨t±u gh¦e¨rC v²bcK©v ,¤t gCm¤tC Ik v¨t§r¤v±u 'J¥S©ek v²hUt§r v®h§v¦,±u v¤t¨r¥T rUg¦J Izh¥tC 'v²bcK©v skIn kg v¤J«n v¨©e
 §,°b. vzv
trehu" (I,«Um oIhC'), "u ,una'" (v rC¦S oIhC h¦v±h³u" w®B¤J ?oIHC tK¤t INg rC§s°b v²h¨v tO tO£v³u ?Uv¨t§r¤v smhf±u /(oa) J¥Se
© ±u v¥t§r
:vf¥J£j og Uv¨t§r¤v±u Iz v¨J¨rp Ik v¨r§n¤t®b v¨N©j©v ,gh¦e§Jk QUn¨x tK¤t)? u"y rcsnc" (v¨tk¨v²u wv v²Um r¤J£t oIH©v i¦n'), "z
Moshe was in perplexity regarding the Molad of (the exact moment when begins) the new moon — how much of it must be
visible before it is proper to consecrate it as new moon: He therefore pointed it out to him in the sky with the finger and said to
him, “Behold it like this, and consecrate it.” But how could He point it out to him? For did He not conserve with him only by day,
as it is said, (Exodus 6:28) “And it came to pass on the day when the Lord spoke [unto Moshe]”; (Leviticus 7:38) “On the day when
he commanded”; (Numbers 15:23) “From the day that the Lord commanded and henceforward”? But the explanation is: This
chapter was spoken to him close to sunset and He pointed it out to him at nightfall
-Rashi
If a picture is worth a thousand words, an experience is worth a thousand pictures
Imagine if we had video footage of Yetzias Mitzrayim. Just
imagine if everyone there had a cellphone at their fingertips
with which they could upload real-time clips of the awe of the
makkos and the grandeur of the splitting of the sea. Imagine
if there were a sea of selfies flowing out of the splitting of
the Yam Suf. How incredible would that be? How much more
impact would yetzias mitzrayim have had on the world? I
would suggest it would have been disastrous.
I’d like to illustrate the point with a perspective on a well-known
Rashi comment in this week’s parsha. Moshe is mystified by
the specifics of the commandment to sanctify the new-moon,
uncertain as to the exact stage of the lunar cycle that qualifies
for rosh chodesh. Hashem, as it were, points with a finger to
the moon in the requisite state and tells Moshe, “like this.” The
episode begs the question: The Master of the Universe knows
in advance that Moshe will have difficulty grasping the concept.
Why not start by pointing at the moon rather than waiting for
the inevitable, and only showing him then?
The question is compounded by the continuation of Rashi. He
poses the question: how could Hashem have shown Moshe the
moon if their conversations all took place in the daytime? The
answer: This conversation took place close to sunset, allowing
Hashem to show Moshe the moon immediately after nightfall.
The question is as mind-boggling as the answer is mind-blowing.
Prophecy, by its nature, is the Divine broadcasting of an image
direct to the navi. And, while it is true that Moshe exceeded
every other navi in that Hashem spoke to him in words and not
in pictures, Moshe was no less than any other navi and there
is no reason Hashem could not show him an image. That being
the case, what’s the question? Why can’t Moshe see the image
of the new moon in nevuah?

A-nonymous
The answer, simple, yet profound can be found in educational
and social psychology. Educational psychologists have
discovered that children (and adults) who are given the
opportunity to struggle to understand and solve a problem
before being handed the solution will better grasp and retain
the solution when shown it. In mathematics, for example,
teaching children how to solve an equation and then having
them practice solving similar equations is far less effective than
first giving them the equation to solve, having them attempt
to solve it through trial and error and only then showing them
the solution. To show Moshe the image of the moon without
first having him puzzle over it and attempt to grasp it would
have undermined the efficacy of Moshe’s education. He had to
struggle first.
But, once he struggled over it, why show him the real moon at
its renewal instead of a simple, prophetic picture of the moon?
For that, we turn to behavioral psychology. Dan Ariely, one of
the world’s leading experts on behavioral economics, has an
always insightful, weekly column in The Wall Street Journal. A
recent column highlighted a fascinating study measuring the
effect of constant picture taking on significant life experiences.
In the experiment, pairs of visitors toured a historic landmark.
One member of each pair was instructed to take photos, while
the other was not. When, a few weeks later, they were given a
surprise memory test about the landmark, those who took the
photos remembered far less than those who didn’t.
Photographers were preoccupied with getting the best shot,
and were confident that the moment would be preserved for
them in digital format. The non-photographers, by contrast,
immersed themselves fully in the moment and embedded the
memories in their mind’s eye, not having the photographic
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record to fall back on. Ariely’s point in the column is to focus more on
enjoying and absorbing our experiences and less on documenting them
digitally. Continuing to document our lives in selfies, pictures, and video
clips robs us of the experiences and memories that shape us as people.
For Moshe, that meant a real, immersive experience in the new moon
rather than a prophetic picture. Had he been given a prophetic image of
the new moon, he too would have relied on the assumption of the ready
availability of the picture shown and would not have fully absorbed or
retained the image of the moon Hashem had shown him. He needed an
experience, not a picture.
Had we had the opportunity to document the experiences of yetzias
mitzrayim through selfies, snapshots, and video clips, yetzias mitzrayim
would have become part of our iCloud accounts, but not part of our DNA.
Absorbing yetzias mitzrayim as a fully-immersive experience implanted
the events in our hearts and our minds, shaping and transforming us
through that episode. When we tell the story over to our children yearafter-year and force them to conjure in their minds eye the image and
the experience, we create within them the means to absorb and retain
the experience as it becomes part of their DNA to be passed to the next
generation. A scroll through the images and videos on a smartphone
could not do that.
The concept has a profound impact on ourselves and our children
in this digital age. We are often too consumed with capturing the
significant moments in our own lives and those of our children to actually
experience those moments. Our children learn from us, and when given
the opportunity to have a camera in hand spend the entire time snapping
photos and taking video while missing the experience. That robs us and
them of the great events of life that shape us as people and as family.
While there is always place for a digital memento of our most cherished
moments, we need to remember not to let the keepsake overshadow
the moment. Reclaim the joy of experiencing those moments instead of
recording them in the hope you’ll review them later. Set the example for
your children so they can absorb the experiences that will shape them as
people.
Good Shabbos,
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Principal

פרשת בא

שנים מקרא ואחד תרגום

This weeks  שנים מקרא ואחד תרגוםprogram
is sponsored by Dr. & Mrs. D. Berkowitz

In honor of the Shloshim of
Elkanah Berkowitz's Great-grandmother
Masha Itka bas Dovid Hakohen z”l
May the  זכותof the learning generated by this
program be a  זכותfor her לנצח נצחים.
Many  פרשיותof this year
are still available for sponsorship!

Please help support this wonderful program.

Monthly (4 weeks) sponsorship: $175
One week full sponsorship: $50
One week partial sponsorship: $30
To sponsor a  פרשהplease contact Rabbi Plotzker:

bplotzker@ohrreuven.com
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Name of ( תלמידPlease Print Clearly)

!!WEEKLY PRIZES!!

 1st Grade – 5 פסוקים
 2nd Grade – 10 פסוקים
 3rd Grade – 15 פסוקים
 4th Grade – 20 פסוקים
 5th Grade – 25 פסוקים
 6th Grade – 30 פסוקים
 7th Grade – 40 פסוקים
 8th Grade – 50 פסוקים

My son completed  שנים מקרא ואחד תרגוםfor
this  פרשהin the amount specified for his class.

 Bonus:

Did double the grade required amount!

Parent’s signature

בס"ד

If something great happened to you,
woulDn’t you want to tell your friend about it?

Every minute, of every day,
Hashem does so so many wonderful things for us!

Lets tell our friends about it by making our
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Say It LOUD,
SAY IT PROUD, & WITH A CROWD!

בס"ד

THE GEMATRIA OF THE WORDS = ברכה בקול

365

When we make our  ברכותout loud
we bring  קדושהto the 365 sinews of the body
and to the 365 days of the solar year.
JOIN US AS WE AIM TO REAcH TOGETHER

‘36,500’ ל
ְּ ְּבְּרְּכוְּתְּבְּקו
OVER THE MONTH OF שבט.

instructions
1) MAKE A  ברכהOUT LOUD. (in class Davening should be said Aloud but doesn’t count for this)
2) HAVE AT LEAST ONE PERSON SAY אמן, which makes it double!
3) CHECK OFF A BOX ON YOUR CARD.
4) WHEN CoMPLeted, PLACe CARd In ‘Contest MAILBoX’

AND KEEP ON GOING!!!!
CLASSES THAT REACH 5000 ‘toGetHeR’ ( ברכות2500 with ’אמןs) =

cotton candy!!
36,500 SCHOOLWIDE =

SCHOOL WIDE
ICE CREAM PARTY!!!

ברכה בקול
SAY IT LOUD,
SAY IT PROUD,
& WITH A CROWD
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