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YESHIVA KETANA

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday,

Septemeber 6, 2026

T day of Selichos

Sessions begin @ 10:00 AM

Monday,
September 7, 2026
Labor Day

No Transportation

Dismissal N-K: @ 3:00 PM,

P-8 @ 4:00 PM

Tuesday,

September 8, 2026
First Day of North Rock
land Transportation

Friday

September 11, 2026
Erev Rosh Hashana
No Sessions

IMPORTANT

LAST CALL FOR
PRESCHOOL
ADMISSIONS FOR 27-
28 (NURSERY,
KINDERGARTEN &
PRE1A)

Vol. 15 Issue 3

YOUR WINDOW INTO THE WORLD OF YESHIVA KETANA OHR REUVEN

September 5,2026 7:05 PM 17'-D'aX1 NY19

eshlva Ketana Ohr Reuven Talmldlm volunteer at Chasdel Lev

YEAR GRADE DEADLINES / D.O.B.
2026-2027 | Nursery December 1. 2022— November 30, 2023
2026-2027 | Kindergarten | December 1. 2021 — November 30, 2022
2026-2027 | Pre-1A December 1. 2020 — November 30, 2021

If you would like to apply for your son for Preschool for the upcoming
school year, please do so now. Interviews will begin right after Sukkos.
To apply, go to ohrreuven.com/yk-admissions/.



https://ohrreuven.com/yk-admissions/
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New trailers being installed on campus to
accommodate our new Talmidim

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Aryeh Genack, 7t

Yehuda Peikes, 7
Bentzion Steinman, 5
Yosef Chaim Stern, 2"
Benyomin Golomb, Pre-1A
Moshe Reiss K-2

Mordechai
Kohl
receiving
the first
BLUE NOTE
of the year!!

Sgan Ros
Elul with our pre-school Talmidim
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then the L-RD your G-d will restore your captivity and take you back in love. He will bring you together
again from all the peoples where the L-RD your G-d has scattered you.
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Furthermore, the following may be said in explaining the strange form nx ... awi, — that the day of the
gathering of the exiles is so important and is attended with such difficulty that it is as though He (G-d)
Himself must actually seize hold of each individual’s hands dragging him from his place (so that G-d
Himself returns with the exile), as it is said,) “And ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel”.

- Rashi

Parents are the bones on which children cut their teeth.

There is an unfortunate convention in many
Yeshivos today, even the ones that value the
study of chumash and Rashi, to skip over the
Rashis dealing with dikduk. The paucity of
knowledge of the grammar of the Hebrew
language is the obvious cause of that attitude,
for without basic Hebrew grammar, those
comments of Rashi remain wholly unintelligible.

The shame in that approach is that we deprive
ourselves and our children of some of Rashi’s
insights into the meaning and message of the
Torah. A dikduk Rashi is not about the rules of
grammar. That is not his purpose in writing on
mikra. It is Rashi using the grammatical structure
as a springboard to deliver the vital lessons
contained within.

One such Rashi stands out in this week’s parsha.
He notes an anomaly in word choice in the
parsha, an oddity that is somewhat lost in
translation. In English, the word “return” can
indicate that the subject is returning, himself or
causing something else to be returned. (ex: |
returned from vacation. | returned the book) In

- Peter Ustinov

Hebrew, the causative form of the verb return is
heishiv, while the direct action form is shav.
Therefore, when the Torah wants to say that “G-
d will cause you to return,” the proper form of
the verb should be v’heishiv. But, that is not the
word chosen. Instead, the word used is shav,
indicating that G-d, Himself, will return.

Why the grammatical oddity?

It is, in Rashi’s perspective, a deep insight into
the nature of our eventual return from exile, an
insight with much implication for us as parents.
The return from exile, Rashi explains, will not be
easy, and Hashem, so to speak, will take each of
us by the hand and lead us back. “He will return,”
for he will be holding our hand and leading us
back.

Itis a striking and profound idea in Rashi. Exile is
a mess of our own making, our failures causing
us to be ejected from our land and condemned
to wander from country to country until we
mend our ways and earn the right to return. Yet,
when the time comes, and we have come close,
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but not all the way there to deserving
redemption and return, Hashem will not stand
by and tell us we got what we deserved. Instead,
he will reach his hand toward each and every one
of us and pull us back with him.

It is a classic model of Hashem as parent. His
children have created problems of their own.
They have made their own mess, and they
deserve the consequences necessary to bring
them to fix it. But, because they are children,
they lack the maturity, wisdom, and ability to
repair that mess on their own. Who can they turn
to for help? Who else but their father?

Sound familiar? If it doesn’t, it will soon enough.
Children have the audacity to not only create
plenty of problems of their own making, forcing
you to impose consequences when they do, they
then compound the problem by needing you to
help them figure their way out of the mess they
made. That makes for a very challenging
moment in parenting.

The knee-jerk reaction is to dig in and insist that
the child made this mess and he must figure out
how to fix it himself. But, that reaction is
wrongheaded and counterproductive.

Every parenting moment is a teachable moment,
and this one is no exception. Just as a child needs
to learn consequences for his actions, he needs
to learn the skills to repair the problems he has
caused, and he needs a parent to take him by the
hand to teach him how to do so. That requires
you, as a parent, to play two opposing roles at
one and the same time.

On the one hand, you are the one imposing and
enforcing consequences on the child. On the
other, you will be the child’s coach and teacher
to help him negate those consequences. That
would seem a conflict of interest on your part,
but that is a mistake. It is only a conflict if you
view the consequences imposed as your purpose
and goal. But, if you keep your eyes on the prize

and recognize that the goal is the education of
your child, there is no contradiction.

By both keeping the consequences in place and
helping your child to bring an end to those
consequences you are following the model set
by G-d himself, taking your child by the hand and
returning along with him.

Good Shabbos,
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Principal
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Hashem knows everythmg, even the hldden
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Points from the Parsha Teshuva is easy - it’s already in our mouths & hearts
1) After 40 years of leading 7871 773 in the TP TR TR wmﬁ 0”13 970
desert, it came time for 1337 WA to be W23, Choose a Torah life,

The date was 718 '1, 2488 (Marva) and YN so you enjoy your life in this world and the next
was exactly 120 years old.

2) On that day, MWH made a M3, pact, with ‘7;:2‘11':0? *33 that they will always be i1’s chosen nation.
Even though they already promised this when they received the 1717 on *2'D 37, they made a new
treaty since:
A) Many new people were born since *3’D 77 I0YA.
B) When they served the 73y, they broke the original o3,
C) A new aspect of was added in - M3y - all ‘7@;1@? *33 are responsible for one another.
The ’713‘1{0? *33 accepted the new pact and were now ready to cross into %gjfg? TIN.

3) MWn warned the '7&31}@7? ’31 - as you passed through many different nations, you may have
noticed their idols and felt that you want to worship them. Be aware, Hashem will punish the
person who serves idols. Furthermore, if you serve idols, ’wjfg? T8 will become dry and not
produce fruit. If you still continue to serve idols, the land of ’wjfg? 78 will no longer keep you
and you will be sent into m43.

4) But don’t worry, said TUH, even when you have done 1i7*2y, Hashem, in His loving kindness,
has given you the gift of 123w, Even though the wrong which was done was already done, if you
do 13w, 't will erase your N3y as if they never happened. Additionally, when ‘7&3‘1{0‘{ ‘7‘]? do
123w with their whole heart, Hashem will end the 137 ‘F"- -
and will bring us back permanently to 787%* 18. b | '

5) 1337 WA told ‘7&31};7? '7'7; that the way to come close |
to i1 and to do proper 135 is through learning 17im.
Additionally, 1711 is the gift from ’i1 that brings us life
in this world and the next.

For corrections, comments, or additions, please email: bplotzker@ohrreuven.com
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After several days of heavy rain, a wealthy merchant was traveling along a country road,
when his carriage, pulled by four magnificent stallions, sank deep into the mud.

He shouted at the stallions to pull and cracked his whip, but it didn’t work. One lunged forward
while another pulled back. No matter how hard they strained, the carriage would not move.
Soon, a farmer came along with two ordinary horses.

The farmer unhitched the stallions and attached his two horses to the carriage.

He gave them a quiet signal, and immediately they lowered their shoulders and pulled together.
Their hooves dug into the mud, and with one strong, steady effort, the carriage broke free.
The merchant was amazed. “My horses are stronger, faster, and worth far more than yours.”
“How could two simple horses succeed where four powerful stallions failed?”

The farmer smiled. “Your horses were raised to compete,” he explained.
“Each one is thinking about himself. My horses grew up together.

They have worked side by side their entire lives, and each one cares about the other.”
“When the load gets heavy, each one pulls harder because he doesn’t want the other to struggle.
If they don’t pull, they know the other one may be struck with the whip or hurt by the strain.
Neither one wants to see his friend suffer, so each gives everything he has to help the other.”
The farmer smiled. “That is why they can pull such a heavy load. Strength is powerful, but when
you truly care about someone else, you will pull harder for him than you ever would for yourself.”

On the last day of his life 1337 Th is reminding 7872 773 to feel and care about each other
and to unite as one, 0373, before 11, for we all are brothers, growing up together as one.

For corrections, comments, or additions, please email: bplotzker@ohrreuven.com
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Pesukim from the Parsha
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Torah will never be forgotten from Klal Yisroel!

Points from the Parsha
1) On the 7t of 778 2488, 1337 1WN
heard a 7ip N3 - today is your last I n-lvt:g'a ng DD'Z un:, m:;m
day on earth. 1337 1WH was now 120
years old.

Torah is not just a text, it’s a song!

(He was also born on 78 1.)

2) 1337 MYH addressed Ht_jzjf[;? %_:;J - I will not be going with you into '7@;1@? TR, but do not
fear the kings and nations that live there, for Hashem will go before you. He has also
appointed a wonderful new leader for you - my student ywi?.

3) On that day, 1337 YN taught the '7;12'1(0? *33 the two last P1¥A in the 171/

The m¥n of HUQU takes place once every 7 years, in the first year of the 0w cycle.
During Ni21D T9ing 2in, the ‘71}_&‘1’({]‘_’ *33 would gather in the Upi7 1’3 where the king would
read out parts of 0’737 99D. A king from 7731 LIVY was the only person who was allowed
to sit in the WIpHiT M3. Afterwards he would ask 'i1 to bless the '71;21}':0? *33, the UIpHIT M3
and the 77713y of the 0'J772. Everyone must come to attend the HJQU assembly - even
women and children.

4) The last MEA in the 17iM is the M¥H for every Jew to write a 1M 99D. If one cannot
write it himself, a 997D may be hired to write it for him. A 7717 990 must be written with
utmost care. This M¥1 also includes buying 0*79D. '
The last 11¥1 of the 17in is to enable all of 7871? *33
to learn i17inm.

5) 1337 YN wrote in total 13 17 *190 on that day
- a tremendous D3. He gave each vJ¥ a 1717 79D
and gave the other one to 1Y Y3V, which was to be
kept in the 1198, preserved for all generations.

LN

For corrections, comments, or additions, please email: bplotzker@ohrreuven.com
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7R 990 1ip 950

13 - by hand ¥ - different sheets
17 — with special ink LIV - scratched lines
ni*on - special stiches
017 *¥Y - poles ‘of life’

97p - on parchment

137 = crowns on letters

99D - trained writer ‘7’:_1; 923 - blank
IR NI 901 - cannot parchment
AR I 4

be missing even one letter TYIORKR 303 - special font

‘ MIDDOS & EMUNAH FROM THE PARSHA (il | . Bt
4 The Torah we learn today has been passed N\
down with extraordinary care for ;

thousands of years. Hashem gave the
Torah to Moshe exactly, letter by letter.

Before Moshe died, he wrote i17in 79D for each b3W with an additional 177 99D kept as

an official copy that could be used to check the others.

Writing a 1710 990 has always been taken extremely seriously. A trained 99iD must copy
every letter from another kosher Torah and may not simply write from memory. Even one
missing, extra, or unclear letter can make a Sefer Torah not kosher until it is corrected.
Klal Yisroel were scattered and oppressed all over the world for centuries,
far apart from one another - in Europe, North Africa, Asia, and many other places —
often without easy communication with one another. Yet when Torah scrolls from these
different communities are compared, the text is amazingly consistent.

Among the Torah's more than 300,000 letters, the few differences found (less than 10, and

specifically from the Yemenite) are tiny spelling variations that do not change the meaning.
(In contrast, other religions books, have tens of thousands of differences, with major changes in meaning)

This teaches us something powerful:

The Torah is a guarded treasure from generation to generation.
When we, 3000 years later, open a ¥ or hear the 177 being read,
we are a link in the chain connecting to the same 17iR
that our nation has carefully preserved for thousands of years.

For corrections, comments, or additions, please email: bplotzker@ohrreuven.com




7702

R
oA TANT

7971 & TO7aX) MT"WwAD

This weeks program is
in honor of the amazing talmidim of
YKOR!

May Hakadosh Baruch Hu grant you all tfremendous
hazlacha in the new school year!

] 2 Grade — 10 oo || ALL OF THIS YEAR’S niwno
ARE AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP!

rd — Uyl
L3 Grade - 15D o2 Please help support this wonderful program.

[] 4% Grade — 20 o’p09

Monthly (4 weeks) sponsorshir: $220

th
L] 5* Grade — 25 n"p1o8 One week full sponsorship: $60
(] 6t Grade — 30 0">108 One week partial sponsorship: $35

[] 7*" Grade — 40 o’p108 To sponsor a Nw1o

th please contact Rabbi Plotzker.
L1 8" Grade — 50 op108 brlotzker@ohrreuven.com

My son ih grade completed
DN TNNI N7N 0 for this nw1o
in the amount specified for his class.
_____Bonus: He did double the grade reauired amount!

\ Parents sig.

;
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BUILDING HEARTS. f
DEEPENING CONNECTIONS.
INSPIRING EVERY TALMID.

SEE THE BIGGER PICTURE

Powerful, engaging visuals spark
curiosity and open meaningful
conversations.

Hearts to Hashem is a year-long, schoolwide
initiative designed to help our talmidim grow

in their connection to Hashem, His Torah,
and Klal Yisroel. o THINK. TALK. CONNECT.
. A z =

Weekly classroom discussions help
talmidim think deeply and share
their ideas.

MAKE IT PERSONAL
Open-ended questions invite each

talmid to reflect on how the message
touches his own life.

LIVE WITH MORE MEANING

We help talmidim move from
“just doing” to true understanding,
valuing, and loving their Yiddishkeit.

TALMIDIM CAN PLACE THEIR
ANSWERS IN THE HEARTS TO

HASHEM BOX FOR THE
WEEKLY RAFFLE! @
TO CO-SPONSOR THIS PROGRAM,

PLEASE CONTACT

bplotzker@ohrreuven.com
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SO WHAT CONNECTS US’ ‘

fF_ MILLIONS OF JEWS.

Different places.
Different backgrounds.
One people

G AND I'M
$5508 PART OF IT
s | BELONG.

HEARTS TO HASHEM

Learn It. Livelt. Love lt.

l
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Q We share a Torah. >
@ We share Shabbos and Yom Tov ! ) -

mw 3

i
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L We share thousands
¥ of years of history.

WE’RE PART OF
THE SAME STORY

HEARTS TO HASHEM +

Learnlt. Livelt. Love lt. SN

THEY DON’T ALL LOOK THE SAME.

Different places. - Different families. - Different schools.

lllll

HEARTS TO HASHEM

e It. Love It.

Qmmx ABOUT IT TALK ABOUT IT
| Take a few minutes to Share your thoughts with

@ QuEsTION oF THE WEEK | @

Where do YOU see that YOU
are part of Klal Yisroel in your
everyday life?

think about the question. your friends and Rebbe.

Write your answer and 3
put it in the Hearts to Hashem box!
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